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¶ Treatiſe of Daunſes, 


in which is ſhewed, that daunſes bee in- 
tiſementes to whoredome, and that 
the abuſe of playes ought 
not to be among 
Chriſtians. 


A 


a O but that ſome, * 
8 g J whoſe handes this 
little treatiſe ſhall 
| 2 come, wil thinke me 
1 Wa 5 to be at greate lea⸗ 
MILLS — 8 {ure , that haue en⸗ 
terpꝛiſed largely to 
leuie out and handle this argument: which 
to their ſeeming is not otherwiſe of great 
impoztaunce, Foz be it that daũſes were 
allowed oz condemned, oz els 5 they were 
putt in the rowe of thinges indifferent mẽ 
might eaſtly iudge accoꝛding to their opt- 
nion, that that ſhould not bꝛing great pꝛo⸗ 
t oꝛ hurt to our chꝛiſtiã common wealth, 
| ſeeing that ther are diners points of grea⸗ 
fer weight and conſequẽce, which trouble 
the ſpirits of manye learned men, # make 
afraide the conſciences of the weake and 
A2 limpl e 
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ſimple ones: which poyntes haue verpe 


much nede to be opened and made plaine, 
rather thẽ to trouble a mans lelke to write 
agaynſt playes and daunſes. Further moze 
men ſhould be in very great fozwardnes, if 
euerp thinge were ſo well rekcurmed, that 
they were come euen vnto daunſes, that is 
to ſay, that all that which is cozrupted, and 
thoſe abuſes which beare the l way among 
Chziſtians were lo cut off, and this ſo ſick 
a body againe ſo wel reſtozed to his ſcund 
nes and health, that there ſhould remapne 


nothing els but to debate the queſtion ok 


leapings\ſkippings and daunſes. 
Ther will be found an other manner e 
ſozt of people, who wil make no accompte 
at all to mocke at this matter: as indeede 
the woꝛld is ful of mockers, and men with- 
out Godlines, without God, and without 
religion. Now as concerninge theſe per- 
ſons,they deſerue no mannerofaunſweare 


at al, becauſe they do as ſoone ſcoffe at the 


pꝛincipall pointes of chziſtiã religion, and 


chat which directly concerncth the ſeruice 


of God, as at matters of leſſe weight and 


impo2tarince , Aherefoze J not much re⸗ 


Larding oz caringe foz the a” 
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uch iudges, will let them runne to the wa- 


ter with the bzidle vppon their head, oz in 
their necke, as they lay. But as touchinge 
the firlt , becauſe they bee not altogeather 
malicious and obſtinate, I hope, that ha⸗ 
ting aunſweared their obiections, and des 
clared the reaſons which haue moued, pea 
rather dꝛiuen me fo2ward oz infozfed mee 
to deſcipher and (ett out this matter, they 
will iudge my labour not to haue bene al⸗ 
togeather vnpꝛolitable. 

It is then in the firſt place to bee wiſhed 
and deſired, that troubles beyng pacilied, 


F andalldifſenttons repꝛeſſed, and put out, 


the ſpirits and conſctences of men, ſhould 
be aſſured and thoꝛowly perſwaded of that 
which appertaineth to their ſaluation. And 
indeede our Loꝛde hath ſtirred and raiſed 
bp ſo perfect an age in al ſciences c know⸗ 
ledge, in which ſo many learned men, and 
dtercellent learning and knowledge, haue 


| ſobleſſedly and diligently imployed them⸗ 


ſelues to teach vs the ozder and maner to 
live well, ſome after one ſo2t and faſhion, 
and ſome after an other, that thoſe which 
be not yet ſatiſfped, cannot, o2 ought not 


| ®lay the fault in any but in themlelues. 
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Next all good men ought to wiſhe and 

deſire that thoſe which put their hande to 
(that is to ſay trauaile fo2) the refozmatis 
of maners, ſhould do it with ſuch good ar- 
gumentes, that there ſhoulde remapne, oz 
be lett, but euen a very litle to be cozrected 
and amended . And yer this wiſh & deſire 
ſhould not let oꝛ hinder the trauaile ofſuch 
as do indeuo} to pull vp by the rootes ſuch 
herbes as be hurtful to 5 field of the Lozd, 
be they neuer ſo ſmall and little: as J do, 
92 which thing J labour to do in this lit- 
tle boke accoꝛding to the talente c graces 
which are geuen me from aboue. 
Adde alſo that if any do deeply & ſeaſona⸗ 
bly cõſider this matter, J hope he ſhal not 
linde it lo barren and of little edification, 
that it ought to be diſpiled oz troden vnder 
foote: foꝛ many men of quality (vea, euen 
in the company ok notable perſonages) of 
name and authoꝛity, make no cõſcience to 
demaunde and aſke whether it be pll done 
to daunce, demaunding alſo a fozmall o; 
playne parcell and text of Scripture, by 
which it may appeare that daunſes be pꝛo⸗ 
hibited and koꝛbiddt, otherwiſe they think 
not that they do euill in daunſing. —— 
0 
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_ others goe further and alledging o2 rather 


indeede abuſing ſome peece of the Scrip⸗ 
ture, where it appeareth that the faichfull 
haue leaped and daunſed:they thinke vert- 
ly that they haue founde the beane in the 
cake, as though this were a pꝛoper couer⸗ 
ture & cloke to couer the infection and file 
thines of thetr daunces. 

Seyng then that many be foulie c groſe⸗ 
ly deceaued in thts behalfe, and that poſſts 
ble fo) want of beyng ſufficiently inſtruc⸗ 
ted and infoꝛmed oz taught touching this 
matter, I haue bene ſo much the mote wil⸗ 


ling to eaſe them in this queſtion, by hom 


much J hope to p2ofit in cõmon, that is, to 
do good to the greateſt multitude, as alſo 
being willing hereby to ſatiſtyſome which 
haue earneſtly and inſtantly required it at 
my handes. 

Now to anſweare them which demaund 
and alke a playne peece oꝛ text of Scrip⸗ 
ture in which daunſes ſhould be foꝛbidden, 
let them know that there be many wicked 
and euill thinges which are not euidently 
and plapaly expꝛeſſed in the Scripture, to 


be fozbidden, notwithſtanding they bee of 
he ſaine kyad * „ 02 els depen⸗ 


+ dences 
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dences of ſome thinges which are therein 
expzeſled,and vnder which they cught to 
becomp2ehended oz eis wien the contra⸗ 
ry of thele things is pꝛalied and commen⸗ 
ded, we are ſuſticiently taught and tinting» 
ted to caſt them away, as things condem⸗ 
ned by the holy Gholt, becaule ther is one 
t the ſelie lame rraſon in contrary things. 

I wili place, # put in the ozder o2 rowe 
of the ſirft, playes and daunſes: J meane 
ſuch playes as by which man dꝛaweth oz 
getteth ta hymſelfe, his neighboures mo⸗ 
ney. It is true that wee fynd not in p ſcrip- 
ture theſe wozdes. Thou ſhalt not play, 
but wee ſinde indeede thele woꝛdes. Thou 
ſhalt not ſtealę: Na that to gayne oꝛ get 
an other mans money at play ſhoulde not 
be a moſt manifeſt # plaine thieuery: none 
of ſound iudgement will denie it. Fo2 hee 
which hath wonne oz gatten it, by what ti⸗ 
tle oꝛ right can he lay, that fuch money is 
his: Cerily when we get oꝛ win the mo- 
ney, oꝛ the goods of our bꝛother, it mult 
be with the fweate ol curface o2 bꝛowe, e 
that our labcure bꝛinge him ſome p2ofite, 


that is to be profitable vnto him: and euen 


as we receaue his money oꝛ good: ſo — 
3 | — 
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hee thozow our diligence and trauaile re⸗ 
ceaue (ome pꝛofite. But when a man hath 
gottẽ his money by the hazard oz chaunce, 
as a man woulde lap , of play, J pzay you 
what commoditye and pꝛoſite commeth to 
him thereby: wee niult then conclude, that 
thisis a kind of theft: which although it be 
not playnly expꝛelled in v holye ſcripture, 
yet ncuertheles it ought to bee referred to 
the eight commaundement, in which it 18 
ſayd, Thou ſhalt not ſteale. 

The like is cf daunſes which wee may 
put in the firſt # ſecond row oꝛ oꝛder. Fox 
although wee haue not any playne and ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſe foꝛbidding, where it ſhould be ſapd, 
Thou ſhalt not daunſe, yet we haue a foꝛ⸗ 
mall and plaine commanadement , Thou 
ſhalt not commit adultery, oꝛ whozedome: 
to which the daunſes ought to be rekerred. 
Now if one wouldc aſke me what daunſes 
were: J wil anſweare, that conlidering 5 
ſway which they haue at this day amõgeſt 


vs Criſtians, they bee nothing els but im⸗ — definti 


pudent, ſhameles, and diſſolute geſtures, 

by which the luſt of y fleſh is awaked, ſtir⸗ 
red vp, and inflamed, as wel in men as in 
wome, Bat it honeſtp, modeſty and ſober⸗ 
nes 
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nes, be required in apparatle, adoꝛning 
of mens ſelues, as we ſee that it is commẽ⸗ 
ded and commaunded in Deuteronomie, 
c ſeing that S. Baule alſo in his epiſtle to 
Titus, willech that there ſhould be among 
vs a ſober and holy coaũtenaunce, ſingular⸗ 
ly and ſpecially in women, which oꝛdinari⸗ 
ly be very curious in their garmeutes, it is 
certapne and ſure, that there is ſome poy⸗ 
{on 02 vbenym hidden vnder the gr alle. And 
becaule it is fo, S. Peter in his firſt cano- 
nicall oꝛ generall epiſtle, foꝛbiddeth that 
women ſhould appeare, ſhew, and ſett out 
themſelues by they; apparayle and neat⸗ 
nes. Add that in many other places of the 
ſayd holy ſcripture, the diuerſity and diffe- 
rence in attire and garmentes, is condem⸗ 
ned, aspꝛouoking to whoꝛedome, and ſlip- 
perines, by moꝛe mo reaſon the diſſo: 
lute and lewde geſtures, which be pꝛacti⸗ 
ſed by the p2oper and owne members ofa 
mans bodye, ought to be cutt of, and bani⸗ 


ſhed from among chꝛiſtian s. And S. Jude 
exhoꝛteth vs, to haue, pea and that in has 


tred the garment which is defiled by the 
fleſh, meaning vnder this figure & manner 


of ſpeech, all inticementes & allarements, 
which 


IE 
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which might dzaw vs to any pollution, vn 
cleannes, and tylthynes: what ought we to 

iudge in the excellency (as a man woulde 

ſay) value and eſtimatiõ of the fleſh it ſelfe, 

which is lo polluted and dekyled, that it 

bzingeti) foꝛth, and ſetteth out the polluti⸗ 

on aud filthincs thereof, by villanous and 
diſhoneit geſtures. And when S. Baule 

in his epiſtles to the Epheſiãs and Colol⸗ 2 
ſians,fo2biddeti; vs all coꝛrupt, infected, & 885 
and filthy ſpeech, oꝛ wsozdes, is there not 

at the leaſt as much, oꝛ as greate occaſton: 

yea moꝛe oꝛ greater to condemne diſſolute 

and lewd geſtures: koꝛ as concerning dil⸗ 

honeſt and vnmeete woozdes , they be ga⸗ 

thered oꝛ receaued with our earcs onely, 

but as fo2 villanous & diſhoneſt geſtures, Tye cieg. 
they be ſo many obiects, oz thinges ſet be⸗ 

foze our eyes, as if one ſhonlde ſet bekfoꝛe 

bs a painted table, in which all villany in: 
fection, and filthines ſhould be liuely pours 

fraited and ſet out. Now that the ſighte of 

all our ſenſes is it which hath moſt foꝛce c 

ſtrength to make vs incline to vncleannes 

and filthines, J will haue none other iudge 

but our Lozd himlelfe, when he hath vtte- Mat «. 
red and ſpoken with his mouth, that hee 

which 
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which hath caſthis eye vppon his neigh: 


bours wife,fo2 to couet, deſpꝛe, and wiſh 
her is already a whozemonger inhis hart: 
behold alſo wherfoze S. John in his firf 
canonicall oꝛ generall epiſtle, putteth oz 
ioyneth with the cõcupiſcence oꝛ luſt ofthe 
fleſhythe concupiſcence c luſt of the eyes. 


. finaliy wht S. Paule placeth oꝛ putteth ſo⸗ 


bernes ,modeitie,and temperaunce amõg 
the effectes and fruites which the grace of 
Sod ought to bꝛing fozth in vs, doth hee 
not ſufficiẽtly foꝛb id all diſſolutenes, light⸗ 
nes, outrages, and diſoꝛders, as wel in our 
manners as in our geſtures, t other man⸗ 
ner okdoing: 

But fo2 as much as all the foꝛmer argu⸗ 
mentes are founded aud grounded vpon 
that definition ol daũſes, wich J haue be⸗ 
foꝛe geueu and made, and that ſome men 
might deny it me, we mu anſweare that 
Wiich they haue bene accuſtomed to obiect 
ag ꝛinſt it. Firſt of al J haue heard ok ſome 
witch denye dattiſes to be ſhameleſſe and 


diſſalute geſtures, becauſe that when they 


daunſe, they do it not, but fo a recreation 


of themſelues and bodily exerciſe,yea that 
they ble it as a certapne thing , wic 
| * ale 
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felfe is neither good noꝛ euill. But let ſuch 
people bee aunſweared after this maner, 
that is to ſay, that their aſtection cannot ſo 
chaunge v nature of the thing, that it doth 
not alwates kepe and hold fait, his pꝛoper 
92 owne name. Me ſee that if one enter oꝛ 
goe into a X ꝛothel heuſe, oz Stewes, yea 
without aifectton 02 mind to cõmit whoze- 
dome ther, pet ncuertheleſſe the place al 
not ceaſe oꝛ leaue of to be called a ſtiwes, 
0) V2othell houſe. Likewiſe let them ſay, 
that in daunſing they haue not any ſhame⸗ 
leſle oꝛ vilancus mynde, c affection, which 
nolwithſtanding, mey not well, eaſily, oꝛ 
lighilp be belecued, yet fo it is, p daunſes 
ceaſe not to be called ſhamele ſſe geſtures. 
But what: The cueſtion is not onely of 
their perſons. but ofa thing , which cught 
not to be in any vle among Chziſtians. 
And moꝛec uer this is not all, to heue ref- 
pect oꝛ regard onely of a mans cwne lelſe, 
but we muſt loke elſo to unr neighbeurs, 
who is he which dare aſture oꝛ warrãt him 
ſeife g others, that wht he daiiccth. o2 aſter 
that hehath daunſed he hath not pꝛeucked 
t {firred vp p luſt ofthe fleſh in ſe me ene of 


þ aders by; But p it is lo,p cffect ai uite 


decla· 
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declareth it, becauſe that the daughter and 
ſiſter of the County oꝛ Earle of A. was ſo 
enamoured oꝛ rauiſhed with the loue of a 
very ſimple and bale gentleman whom ſhe 
had ſcene daunle in the cetrte, and it pꝛin⸗ 
ted ſo wel, that is, toke ſuch deepe impzel⸗ 
ſton and roote in her hart, and vider{an- 
ding, chat againſt the will of Father and 
Mother, parentes and ktriendes ſhee mart- 


ed him. Now let vs come to the poynt oz 


matter, what pꝛouoked this poung gentle⸗ 
woman beyng rych, wile, learned, fayze, f 
of good countenaunce to lone a baſe man, 
of litle diſcretion, vnlearned, cockbꝛained, 
pea, which with great payne oz much adoe 
knoweth to wꝛite his owne name , and be⸗ 
ſyde, oꝛ mo2couer very detozmed in face e 
countenaunce, if not to daunce onely, and 
to ſee in him ſome ſmall experience # (kill 
to runne at the ringe: 

Pen will ſap, that ſhee ſhewed not hir 
wiſedome, in that ſhee choſe her hulbande 
foꝛ daũſing onely:but what is that the fleſh 
doth not intife and allure, with his ſnares 
_ Ebaytes*Fo2 albeit ther is ſo much diffe⸗ 
rice betweene » two parties, as between? 


fayꝛe gold andleade,yea ſo much indeed þ 
by 


o much that J ſend all them againe backe 
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by her wiſedome ſhee kept him backe, oz 
made him to refrapne from ſtriking, fighs 
ting, ſlaying, and caſting the houſe out at 


the windowes, as we ſap, fox the leaſt flee, 
which came befoze his etes:yctſoit is, that 


he obtapned and got her by the meane a⸗ 
boueſayde:notwithſtanding if ther fell cut 
no woꝛſe by daunſing, this were ſomewhat 
to be ſuppoꝛted, oz bozne withall. 

But now if he reply, and ſay hee careth 


not oꝛ regardeth not, what other mẽ think, 


ſeyng hee hath no maner of cuil oꝛ naugb⸗ 
ty mcaninge in himſelfe. J anſwere, that 
here we ſee an offence geuen, and the very 
bond of loue bꝛoken and violated. 

Fo? put 5 caſe,o2 graunt that daunſing 
were put c rekoned among things indiffe- 
tent, in reſpect and conſideratio ok it ſelfe, 
is it meete oꝛ dutikull that foꝛ an indifferkt 
and light thing, a man ſhculd geue an oc⸗ 
talion of falling oꝛ ſtumbling to his neigh» 
boure : But ſo farr of is it, that daunſes 
ſhould bee put in the rome and number of 
thinges indifferent, that euery one cught 
to make an accompt of them, and to holde 
them altogeather wicked, and vnlawful: in 


to 
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to their owne confciences, which ſay, that 
in daunling they haue not any impudent x 
ſhamelelle affection. Fo; the thing beyng 
ſo vilanous, and ſo infected ok his own na⸗ 


ture, as daunſing is, it is impoſſible, that 


he which vieth it, ſhould not bec infected, 
neither moze nozlelle:then it is impoſſible 
to touch any filthines, and not to bee once 

vncleaue, infected, and de fpled. 
Andethat it is ſo, let vs lc mewhat, oꝛ a 
Thea nas little ſerch and lecke cut the beginning of 
dan daunſes, and we ſhal fynd that men cannot 
geue them a better no2 moꝛe apt and pꝛo⸗ 
per definition, then that which hath bene 
drought heretofoze. Foz ik wee would in 
this matter refer our ſelues to thẽ, which 
haue wꝛitten ok the antiquitics, as well of 
the Grectans as of the Romains, vea, and 
that to ſome Poets, wee ſhall fynde how 
that daunſes haue taken their begynning, 
from Pagans and Heathen men, which 
haue then firſt vſed chem, when they did ſa 
crifpce to their Gods. Foꝛ beeing plunged 
into very thick, x as it were palpable dark 
neſles, after that they had foꝛged and arui 
ſed Gods accoꝛding to their owne fantaſy, 


they thought and ſuppoled that they ſhould * 


bee 


the abuſe of drnnſig. 
bee delighted and pleaſed, with the ſelfe 
ſame delightes aud pleaſures, wherein, oꝛ 
wherwith they delighted chemſelues. 
Chereuppen weeneede not doubt here⸗ 


4 of but that it was p deuil which did guide 


and leade them, whom al ſuperſtition, kalſe 


religion, and erronious doctrine pleaſeth, 


aboue all thinges , ſpeciallye when ſuch a 
toy and trifle is accompanied with al wan 
tonne ſſe and villanie. Now that ſuch mans 
ner of doing, that is to ſay, cuſtome of Pa⸗ 
gans and heathen men, hach bene followed 
and pꝛactiſed, by tie childꝛen of Iſrael, at⸗ 
ter that hauing lacriſiced to the gold? calf, 
they gaue themic lues to play, the ſcripture 
aſſureth vs thercof, in the xx. chapiter of 
Exodus. 

Afterward men began to daunce in open 
playes, ſpectacles, and ſhewes , fro which 
notwithſtanding the people were dziuen, 
prohibited, and fozbiddẽ, foz feare leſt they 
ſhould be conſtratned there to behold and 
ſee, an vnhoneſt, and vnleemly thinge, fox 
their fere 02 kynd. Afterwarde when in a 
linall ſpace of tyme ali honeſty and ſhame 
did begin, to banilſ and weare way, then 


| mens daughters and womẽ were admitted 


B aud 
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and receaued to daunſes:and pet withall it 
is true, that this was a part by the lelues, 
and in pꝛiute places. 

Finally a ſnoꝛt t me after, men haue ſo 
far diſoꝛdered themlelues, and bꝛoken the 
bondcs and limits ot honeitp , that men & 
women haue daunſed togeather, oz as wee 
weuld ſap, in mingle mangle, and namely 
and lpecially in feaſtes and banguets , in 
fo much that we ſee, that this wicked and 
vngodlye cuitome , hath ſtretched {ozth it 
ſelfe euen vnto vs, and hath pet, oz already 
the {way at this daye, moze then cuer it 
had, 

Beholde the beginninge of daunſes, to- 


geather with their kruits and pꝛoperties, 


which ik they be well conſidered, and deep: 


ly waighed by ſcund and rype vnderſtan⸗ 


S 


„r- 6, 


dinge it will not, oz ſhall not bee thought 
ſtraunge & maruaileus, that J condemne 
them, hauing indeede on my ſpde as well 
the authoꝛity of the doctoꝛs of the Church, 
as of the fathers which were fe und oz pꝛe⸗ 
{ent at certapne auncient, and olde coun: 


Daint Juguſtine in his booke agaynſt 
Peti- 


0 
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petilian, ſpeaketh in this manner: The 
Byſhops haue alwayes accuſtomed to re- 
eſſe and beate downe vayne and wanton 
daunſes : but there are at this day ſome, 
which are found in daunſes, yea, and they 
themſelues daunſe with women, fo karre 
tis it, that they repꝛoue, coʒrect, oꝛ amẽd 
ſich a greate vice. 

And vppon the thirtie and two pſalme, | 
be condemneth allo, oꝛ lykewyle the datin- Tuguſtine 
ſes which be had oz vied on the Sondaies 9 — _ 
u Lozdes dapcs, 

Saint John Chziſoſtome in the fiftte & Chiiſolin * 
irt homily vppon the booke of Geneſis, ther 6.homs 
intreatinge o2 ſpeaking of the martage of ly vpõ Gen. 
Jacob, doch very much condemne daüſes⸗ 
calling them dititlith, 

The like is founde in the fourty and Thyildcin 
tighte Homily. And vpon the fourteenth the 48. hos 
chapiter of Saint Mathew, ſpeakinge of mu vpon 
the daunſynge of Salome, the Daugh⸗ ChaifoC in 
ter of Herodias, hee ſapth, that when 14. chap ok 
a wanton daunſynge is hadde, oz vſed, BO. Mat. 
the Ocuill, daunſech by and bp, oz alto- 
geather. 

In the counſell of Laodicea, which was 
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Inthe 53. holden in the peare 368.thcr was a cannd 
rannon. made, in cheſe pꝛoper tearmes, oz woꝛdes. 
It muit net be admitted that the Chzitti⸗ 
ans, which eicher goe oz come to maria« 
ges, leape oz daunle , but that chalilye t 
{oberip they Up oz dyne, and as it is leem⸗ 
ly and conuenient fo? chziſtians. Like wile 
in the peare . chere was holden F kept 
the ſixt councell of Conſtantiuople, where 
daunſes were ko: biddt, pꝛincipally to wo⸗ 
men as oreatly inrtkull. 
| The chird councel of Toletum, condein- 
Inthe can⸗ neth the peruerſe and wicked cuſtome of 
n:. ſuche people which occupied themlelues 
in vile and inkected daunſes: and abcue all 
vppon the Sendepes, and holy dayes wh? 
they ould haue imploped themlelues in 
ſeruice of S. 
Accozding t theſe Canons, chere was 
Article 23. made by the eſtates lately holden at Ozle⸗ 
ans, in p yoſig age o2 minozity of Charles 
the 9. an article, in which,omer.geft other 
thinges ell iudge s are fozbidden to peimt 
o2 ſuffer ny j ublicke daunſcs „ vppen the 
ſondap:s, ad other ſolemne holy daycs. 
Ent in the fff plece it were to be dell 
ted, and wiſhed, chat this czdinance m_ 


| 
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be ſtraitly obſeruzd and kept. Secondlye, 
that it were moze generall, that is to iay, 
that it did wholly and altogeather foꝛbidd 
daunſes, as wicked and vnlawiul thinges: 
fo2 ik wee be Chziſtiaus indeede, we ought 
ut to ſucter, that ſome poꝛe and blinde Da- 
gans ſhauld ſurmount and ouercome vs in 
honey # modeſty. Ae kynd that amõgeſt 
he Romatns, they which were ouermuch 
geuen to daungſinge, caried, oz bare with 
them ſo greate a note oꝛ marke ot inkamp, 
tlklaunder , that they oltentimes accoun⸗ 
ted an) e kemed them vawazthy to excrciſe 
0 haue a publicke and honoꝛable office:as 
wpeareth by the cenſure, puniſhment, and 
torection, of Domitian, who, to} thys on⸗ 
y cauſe, caſt out of the Senate a citizen of 
Nome, as ubnmeete and vnwoꝛthy of luch a 
degree of honoz. S alu k in his Oꝛation az 

gain Catilina, ſpeaking ofa certaine wo⸗ 

man, named Sempꝛonia, layeth that ſhee 

could daunſe moe delicately and fynely, 

hen did appertaine to an honeſt and good 

woman. Cicero much repꝛocheth and vp⸗ 

haydech, pea and conſtantly ob:ecteth, to 

Gabiniuz the ſtudying and pꝛactiſinge of 


Munſes, as an infamous thing. He doth 
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like in his Jhilippickes agaynſt Antont⸗ 
us, and in the ozatton ofMurcna, he ſapth 
that a ſober man neuer daunſeth, neither 
a part 02 pꝛiuily, neyther in an honeſt x 
moderate banquet, vnleſſe perhaps hee be 
vnwyle, oz cut ok his wit. 
Dannſers TJarro witeth , that Scipio was wont to 
| ſay, that there was no dificrence at all be⸗ 
ſons, tweene a furious, outragtous,02 madman 
and a daunſer, lauing that this man, that 
is to ſay, the daunſer was then oncly mad 
when he daunlſed, and the other was lo all 


Latine pꝛouerbe, that daunſers play the 
fooles,02 wantons, but it is with meaſure, 
Here wee euidently and playnly ſee, in 
hat eſtimation and regard daunſes were 
among Pagans and infidels, which trulye 
cculd not tndge otherwiſe therok, J ſpeake 
of them which had the beſt and moze ſound 
iudgement, and which were able to weigh 
and conſtder, as well the daunles them: 
ſelues, as their ſo pꝛetious fruites, and er⸗ 
. cellent effectes. For if it be, p after feaſtes 
We and banquets, meu commonly ſct , oz gel 
1 themſelues to daunſe, and after that men 
j be full of wpne and good meates , —_ 
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his life long. From thence commeth the 
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then pꝛouoked # pꝛicked koz warde, by the 
pickes of the fleſh, to what end le rue ſuch 
manner of geſtures ik not, to make mani⸗ 
feſt e ſet out their intẽperancy. Mow ikmẽ 
would refer it, oꝛ bʒinge it to bodily exer- 
tile, this would be very foliſhly done. Foz p 
body ok her cwne health, requireth not to 
be fo ſhaken, tolled, and as a man woulde 
ſap, hunted Alter meate, koꝛ feare to hindcr 
digeitid, as the Philltio placed it amonge 
their rules ok diet. Moꝛeouer ſeeing p men 
may exercile thẽſelues in many other ma⸗ 
ners and ſoꝛtes of exerciſes, hee, as mee 
thinketh optly ſheweth, he hath not mos 

eſty, noꝛ tẽperance, noꝛ his health it ſelte 
in eſtimatiõ, p is, he eſtemeth c regardeth 
not, c. which choſeth daũling koꝛ his exer⸗ 
tiſe. Oaunſes then were neuer heretokoze 
otherwile accofited ot, nether be at this pꝛe 
ſẽt otherwiſe thought ot, thẽ mere vilany, c 
à moſt certaine, platne, and euident teſti⸗ 
mony of y filthines # intemperãcy ofthem 
which delighted themlelues therin, Now, 
that ſo it is, the Pꝛouerbe ſapeth, De la 
panſe, vient la Danſe:from the panch com: 
meth the daũce: And if we durſt ioine there 
to whoꝛedom their elder daughter, we ſhal 


und that he kolloweth after immediatlp. 
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which thing we ſhall ealily fynd, ik we tõ⸗ 
ſider the moſt oꝛdinary # common effectes 
of daunſing. what was the caule that He- 
rode ſo lightly pꝛomiled, to that goodlye 
daunſer Salome, the daughter of iJerodi- 
às, euen the oue halte or his Realme, and 
kingdome, but that by her vilanous, and 
ſhameles daunling, ſhee had ſtirred vp and 
{ct on kyꝛe his concupilcence and luſt who 
was already avillanous adulterer, and in! 
famous whoꝛemunger, ſo that the delighte 
and pleaſure which he toke therin, pꝛouo⸗ 
ked him to be willing to make ſo exceſſiue 
and vnmeaſurable a recompence: Ponzeo⸗ 

uer let vs marke moꝛe narrowly in Gene⸗ 
ſts, that which is wꝛitten of Dina p daugh 
ter of Jacob, and we ſhall find chat daunſes 
were partly the cauſe ol her rauiſhing, 02 
deflouring. Foz albeit, that in that place, 
there is no expꝛeſſe mention made of dal⸗ 
ſes, vet ſo it is, that when it ts ſayde, that 
Dina went to ſee the daughters ok y coun: 

trey 92 land, there is ſome appearance and 
likelihod that the daughters had this cu⸗ 
ſtome, to afſemble themſclues togeather to 
daunſe, and that to the end, that in ſhewing 


the nimblenes ol their body, their bewty, 
and 
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dome, and haue chaũged and altered many 
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and ut2ry concepts, they might bee coue- 
ted and deſpy:cdotpoung men, as indeede 
Dina was by Sichem. And in this cur 
tyme aud age, do not men daily lee many 
inch thinges, which daunles b2ing with 
them: The example by mee heretotoze 
bꝛought koꝛth and alledged, ought to ſerue 


faz an example to all great loꝛds, to with⸗ 


dꝛaw their daug y ters from ſuch baites. 
But ſetting al ti;ereft aſide, do wee not fee 
that daunſing hach colt, this holy man, and 
great pꝛophet ot Jod lo deare, that it hath 
taken away from him the head from abou? 
his ſhoulders. 

By the way oꝛ meane of daunſinge, the 
childꝛen ol Jſ{racll , were willing to gcue 
honour to an ydole, ta a calke of Gold, to a 
dead thing, and which they themlelues had 
molten & framed after the imitatid man⸗ 
ner of Pagans, which in ſuch a ſoꝛt & faſhi⸗ 
on ſerued their gods. Bee not thele things 
ſufficient to make ama flie daũſes, to pꝛo⸗ 
toke a chꝛiſtian man to haue th? in abhomi 
nation, & to abhoꝛre them as things which 
haue oꝛdinarilpe, and commonlye ſerucd 
to idolatry, and haue pꝛouoked to whoze⸗ 


daughters 
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daughters of good houſe and ſtocke, from 
the loue and faus ur of their parentes , and 
finally haue cauſed inunitemurthers:mur⸗ 
thers J ſay, ko in all h 3. peetces of Scrip- 
ture befoze alledged, we cuer kynd ther the 
d<aty of f ome. u the daunſe betoze Herod 
the death ol Jahn Baptiſt, Ju the rape oz 
rautching of? Dina, Sichem, his father, k 
all his ſubiectes, died there. In w 22thip: 
ping ofthe golden calte, where the childꝛẽ 
of Jirael daunſes and leaped fo nimblie, 
cherefully, x meriſy, b bekoꝛe that their belly 
was full, there died then absutethzee then: 
ſande inrecompence of their top and glad⸗ 
nes. Ikthen we would conſider the iſſues, 
and effectes, wich come from dauanſes, r 
5 fayꝛe oꝛ goodly fruites which they bring 
foꝛth, wee would neuer thinke, but that the 
heares would ſtand vpꝛight vpon our very 
heads when the qu2Tisn is ok donning. 
It rem aineth now to an!w2are the, who 
would ſerue thetelues with certaine par- 
cels and peeces ofthe ſcripture, in which 
mention is made, that the faithfull people 
haue daunſed, Fir they alledge p which 


Exo. 15 20. is wꝛitten in Exodus, that Mary the pꝛo⸗ 


phetelſe ſiſter of Aaron, who after — 
don 
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| God had otcrwhelmed and dzowneb}J2has 
| rao c his army in the red ſea, toke a tabe⸗ 


ret in hir hand, x being attended, oz wai⸗ 


ted vpon by other women, long with chem 
aſong to the l[o2dt as alſo Moles, and the 
childꝛen of Ilraelſong another. 


The like is founde in the booke of Sa⸗ 
muel, after chat Dauid had ſlaine Golt: 
ath, that many women came out ok all the 


| townes of Ilrael ſinging and daunſing bc- 


foze King Saule, wich tabours, rebeckes, 


and other inſtrumentes of harmonie, 82 


muscke. 

But when thele which lcue to leape and 
daͤunſe, ſeeing there is here ſpoken not on« 
ly of daunſes, but alſo of taberets audether 
muſicall inſtrumentes, do thinke that they 
are already in the hall of leapinge oz ſkip- 
ping, and do daunſe accoꝛding to the note 
and meaſures that the Pinſtrels and Pi⸗ 
pers wil ſcund oꝛ play to them:inferringe 
that the holy ſcriptnre befoꝛe alledged mas 
keth fo2 them, and that by it daunſes are 
appꝛoued, they are indeede fouly deceaued 
and very farre ok from their reckoninge, 
becauſe that reckoning without the hoſt, 
it was meete koz them to reckon twyſe. 
OY Foz 
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Fo} it is mac certaine that there is as 
much difference betweene their dauales, 
and thole which holy men haue view , as 
there is betwene mariage and fommicatib, 
Nmeane betweene cya.t.ty r wozedome. 
And cuen as it is na maner of way permit- 
ted o2 ſuctered to committe Wyozdome , ſo 


our daunſes and the vlage of them map not 


be allow23n3} recctucy, But to cut it ihozt, 
that is to lay, to be ſhozt, wee can not ga: 
ther that any appearaunce 02 ſhew of cuil, 
od any ligne of wantoanes 02 villolutenes, 
Was euer found in the dauales ok holy me, 
but altogeather contrariwiſe, they therein 
behaued themſcluzs with ſuch hono2, fear, 
an) reuerence towardes God, the whole 
matter it ſelfe beyng accompanied, with lo 
great honeſty and ſoberncſſe , as nathinge 
moꝛe. And in which mens deede 3. pointes 
are to be cant ered and marked, which ca 
not be at any hand kound in the Pꝛophane 
and wicked datiſes ok our tyme. 

Firlt the occaſions which tht them 
foꝛ warde to da it, was ſuch a greate ioy 
which they had conceaued ok the fauoure 


witch God had ſhewed to them, that they 


coulde not conceale , 02 kepe hidden, but 
needes 


the abuſe of dannſtn g. 


terdes muſt manifeſt it, cſet it abzoad, by 


alp meanes and wayes that they could in⸗ 
uent 02 deuile. cdi hich thinge alſo Dauid 
declareth in the ſixty and eight plalme, lap⸗ 
ing, the Lo2d hath geuen an argument, oc⸗ 
caltcn 02 matter unte the wemen, who alio 
haue [0g acce2diroly: It was the a lelẽne 
(as a man we uld tay oz publicke thankes 
geuing, which they rendzed, oz gaue vnto 
God, ung ing oz letting koꝛth him to be the 
autho2 ot their delitierarce, That tellcw- 
ſhip, agreenient,e2 likencs,can there bee, 
ttweene the deunce of thoſe holy kathers, 
and theſe which wee behold newe at. this 
day ẽmong chꝛiſtians. Isit acucſticn whe 
men daunce to ackrewledge oz conkeſle 
the graces c goodneſles of Cad, to therks 
him therkoꝛe, rt ioicing themleiues inhim: 
When the luſty and fyne man ſheuld holde 
à young damolcl, oꝛ a we man by the hand, 
and keep ing his mealures he ſhal remeue 
himſelfe, whirle abcut, c ſake his legges 
alofte( which the daunſers call croſle ca- 
pꝛing) foꝛ pleaſure, deth not ſhe in b meane 
while make a good thzecde, playing at the 
Poꝛis on her behalfe:but J pꝛay peri what 
tan ther be there of God, of his * of 
ors * 


Plal. 68. 
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of honeſtpe tn ſuch foliſhnes + JT holde mp 
tounge, that is, I [peake nothing of their 
woꝛdes, amozous deuiles, 02 deniſes of 
loue,wanton communications oz ſpeeches 
oz markes encly knowen to the Ladpe, oz 
Gentlewoman. It is true, that a man will 
lay to me, that he muſt reioyce and be me: 
ry, which thing allo J graunt, but yet not 
with a woꝛldly, d ſſolute, and leuſe toy, 
The ſeconde pointe is, that cuen as the 

people of Iſraell were inſkructed in 5 ſer: 
uice of Sod by very many cerimonies, and 
outward manners oz faſhtõs, ſo when they 
would honoz him, and geue him ſome due⸗ 
ty which they did owe, cheydid not content 
themlelues to do it with the harte, and 
with the mouth, but by and by rhepadded, 
aud ioyned there withall ſome outwarde 
geſtures, to witncs that, which was with: 
in. Euen vnto this pꝛelent oꝛ hetherto we 
haue founde verp little affinitye oz agree⸗ 
ment betweene the daunſes of the aunci⸗ 
ent patriarches, and of good and religious 
people, and theſe, which we vſe at this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent, 02 in thele dapes. 

It is certaine and true, that the daunſers 
of our tyme would very fayne — 
„ elle 
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{nes equall wich them, and be in the ſelle 
lame degree ok honoz: lauing notwichſtan⸗ 
ding, that they content not them ſelues to 


haue a ſhamcles and villanous harte, but 


they will alſo diſcouer and lay open their 
own ſhamet villany, by diſlolute gefiurcs, 
The third and lalt poyut theweth vs the 
fh ion ok the nations oz people of p Eaſt, 
the cutward getiires, and cuſtome receas 
led among thk,conrary herein to the wes 
ſterne people, The realon is becaule eue⸗ 
ty nation hath alwayes ſome pꝛoper and 
perticuler inclination, which another hath 
not. Moꝛeouer thoſe which dꝛaw nigh vn⸗ 
tothe Eaſt and South, are by realon of p 
heate , moze eaſie to moue themlelues, and 
onſeguently to make 02 ſhew geſtures, 
then they are which be in py Eaſt, oz Noꝛth 
who by reaſon of the cold be moe heauy E 
veighty: From whence it commeth , that 
the Italian in his communicatious o2 ſpee 
ches, but ſpecially if he ſpeake with an af: 
ſection oꝛ good hart, intermingleth and v- 
leth ſo many geſtnres, that ikan Engliſh 
man ſhould ſee him a karre of, not hearing 
his woꝛds, would iudge him out ok his wit 
ii els playing ſome comedy vpõ a 3 
ec 
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Let a man on the other ſide beholde an Al 
main oz Germain in the Jzulpit, and hee 
wouid thinke him benummecd , and impo⸗ 
tẽt, oꝛ lame in ali his members oz partes; 
of his bodie. 

And to conlirme this „lett vs beholde 
and call to remembꝛaunce, how the aunci⸗ 
ent Nomaius Were remoued karr trom the 
Epinton and mind ok the Greks. Thele, þ 
is the Greekes, eſteemed daunſing verye 
much, and all theſe which knew howe to 
bcive and comfort themſelues with an ins 
ſtrument ok mudcke. The other, that is the 
Eomains made very {mall acccunt of both 
paunſp1gs, and leſſe of the dauuſcrs them 
ſelues. Mere aypeareth the difference of 
Climates, and of ſuch as dwell vnder thole 
climates. From thence it cõmeth that the 
people of the Eaſt partes did bꝛeake and 
rent in peeces their garmentes when they 
had buderitanding okeuil newes. Where 
foꝛe they did lye weltering and tumblingte 
bpon the ground, put on ſackeloth, put on 
aſhes, 02 duſt vpon their heads, yea then, 
when they pꝛetended to ſhew lome repen⸗ 
tance, and to manikeſt oꝛ ſet cut an inward 


and 
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en thottght ridiculous, foolith,andtobee 
laughed at amonge nations F peoples, on 


this ſide of them: And if that womẽ ſheuld 
take tabourets in their handes, as we read 
that the women of Iſrael haue done: would 
not men thinke that they were out of their 
witt: which notwihſtauding was not fofid 


0 thought ſtraung among the Ilraelites, 


becauſe this was the cuſtome of the nation 
and people. It is true, that a man may alſo 
referr the tabeurets r other inſtrumentes 
at muſicke to the ceremonics of Mopſes 
law: which ceremonies haue bene aboli⸗ 


hed at the comming of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, in ſa 


much that at this day where we are vnder 
the Goſpell, wee mult vſe the ſame moe 
ſoberly, and ſparingly, e with greater mo- 
deſty: but alt that, hath nothinge common 
1 the daunſes ofthis pꝛeſent time oz age. 

+ Thele thzee poyntes being diſpatched 
we fynd and ſee cleerely, what affinity & 
agreement there is, betweene theſe. twoo 
maners of daunſes . Our daunlers do yet. 
further alledge an other parcel oꝛ peece of 
che ſcripture written in the booke of the 
Ringes, where it is ſaid, that Dauid lea⸗ 


ep and daunſed befoze the Arke of the 


C Lo2d, 


2. Sam. 6. 


A Treatiſe againſt 


Lozd.Butſo far of is it, that this ſernech 
Wark this them tomayntapne their daunles, that J 


ou that fol t wiſh to hau e | 
2 —— would not wiſh to haue amoze pꝛoper, fite, 
ling ſcholes 


plapne, and agrecable place to confute the, 


Fo2 if Dauid had had a like affectio in his 
daunſe, as they haue in theirs, that is to 
ſay, to pleaſe the gentlewomen and La- 
dies, as our daunſers endeuo!, ſtudye t de ⸗ 
uiſe to pleaſe their minions and flattering 
dames, Michol his wike , had neuer moc⸗ 
ked him. Pe might thenhaue daunſedmoze 
pleaſantly, and after a faſhion moze agrees 


able to the fleſh: and foꝛ tructh , hee might 


haue done it beyng light oz nimble by na 
ture, and able oz meete to do al thinges. 

But the aunſweare which he made his 
wife Michol, very well declareth, that hee 
pꝛetended oꝛ purpoſed no other thinge but 
to ſet out by outward geſtures, the greats 
nes of the toy which he had conceaued in 
his harte, becauſe of the pꝛeſence of God, 


This was (ſapd he)befoze the Loꝛd which 


J haue done in this behalfe: it appearcth 
by this aunſweare, that his affection was 
not in oz on the woꝛld, and that he cared not 
much fo2 the iudgement of Hichol, and of 
Hl other wozlolings, becauſe he ä = 
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the Ve of Daunſſng. 
pleaſe them, noz ſatisfy oz feede their fine 


| and goodly epes , by his daunſing. Where 


foze we mult coclude that Dauid condem⸗ 


| neth the wozldlines of his wife, and ſuch 


other as ſhee: pea in that that ſhee was pu; 
niſhed by barrennes, which followed ther- 
bppon, It is an enident argument, that 
God appꝛoued oz allowed the doing and 
ſaying ofthe Pꝛophet. 


Nou if al they, which make daunſinge gote 
their god, would impꝛint this in their hart that delight 
and under ſtanding, they ſhould receaue c In peur art 
\ | viethe lame, rather to their condemnatia, ® daumüng 


then to be ſo much without afo2ehead, that 
is to ſap, ſhameles, that they waulde abuſe 
the ſcripture, to couer their vncleannes cx 
inkection. Foꝛ this is a moſt dete table æ 
abhomtnable ſacriledge, to make the vn- 
ſpeakeable truch of God to ſerue our wir⸗ 
ked and moſt ſhamefull affections, Adde 
thereanto that he will greeuouſly & ſharps 
lp puniſh all ſuch ſcoffers , and p2odigall 

perſons which do ſo much pꝛophane p ma. 
ieſty and excellency ok his name, and that 
diuinity, which is contapned and expꝛel. 
ſed in the holy ſcriptures , Pozeouer,whE 
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A Treatiſe ga 
thinges that wee call good euill, and the 


euil good, we ought to aſſure our ſelues of 
the curſe of God , pzonounced by the po; 


phet Jſatah, ſayinge : curſed(ſayth he) be 


Ela. 5. 20. they, which lay that cuil is good, and that 
good is cuil, which put darkenes foz light, 
and light fo2 darknes, which geue ſowze 


thinges fo2 ſweete, and ſweete fo2 ſower 


bytter. But J demaund oz al ke now, whe: 
Daunſcs ther they which allow daunſes, and place 
not indite⸗ chem among indifferent things, do not call 
rent. good euill, and euil good? and by conſe- 
| quent do not inflame and kindle the w)ath 
of God vpon them themlelues,and al theit 

fauto2s o) faucurers, . 

All which thinges beyng conſidered, J 

hope that diuers knowing what euil, and 

miſchief there is in daunſes, will giue the 

auer and caſt them away, thinking oz ſup⸗ 

poling, that in that, that thei haue retained 

& fauoured them, euen vnto this pzeſent, 


they haue rather done it thozowe tgno- 


raunce, than thozowe ſtubburneſſe o? ſelfe 
will. But as concerning others, whiche 


will per ſeuer and continue in their diſſo-. 


lutnes and looſeneſſe, the Lozd withdzaw 
and plucke them therefrom, when it Pe 
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the Vſe of daunſing. 


ſeth him, leaſt they incur re oꝛ runne head. 
ng into his wꝛath and vengeance, which 
hangeth ouer their heads, toꝛ that they 
haue obſtinatelie and ſtubburnlie 
gainelaide and withſtood, 
ſo manikeſt plaine 
| a tructh, 
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